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News and Current Events

From Rev. Debra W. Haffner [ ] m
On July 19, 2007, | was on The O'Reilly Factor

to discuss sex education in the primary grades.
Mr. O'Reilly actually seemed to agree with me
on most of the content for age-appropriate
sexuality education - however, he objected
when | said that a kindergarten teacher, in the
context of an approved program, might tell
children that "Babies grow in a special place
inside a woman called a uterus." He said the
word "uterus” would take away children's
innocence and would be too complicated for
them to understand. Newshounds captured the

moment perfectly when they posted the clip on
YouTube. They titled it: O'Reilly panics at mention of "uterus" from
sex-ed minister.

| was on O'Reilly because Senator Obama had made comments
supporting comprehensive sexuality education beginning in the
primary grades at a Planned Parenthood Action forum earlier in the

week. On July 23, 2007 the candidates joined in another presidential
campaign debate. One YouTube questioner asked about sex education
and a lesbian couple asked about their rights to marriage. | was
disappointed that Senator Obama now couched his support only in the
context of sex abuse prevention, and none of the leading Democratic
candidates spoke for marriage equality.

But what is remarkable is that sexual justice issues are now a mainstay
of these discussions, and that at least the Democratic candidates are
discussing them with serious consideration for people's sexual rights.
Later this week, seven of the candidates are joining HRC for a

discussion of GLBT issues. And at least one Republican candidate is
holding strong on reproductive rights and gay issues.
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Tribute [ ]

Letty Mandeville Russell, one of the world's foremost
feminist theologians died Thursday, July 12 at her
home in Guilford, CT. She was 77. As colleagues and
friends of Dr. Russell, those at the Religious Institute
Image Deleted *\641d like to share their sympathies with her partner
Shannon Clarkson and many others around the world.
Dr. Russell was a leader in ecumenical movements of
the World Council of Churches and the World YWCA,
and she reached out to theologians across the globe in
Asia, Africa, and South America. Dr. Russell was also one of the first
theologians to endorse the Religious Institute's Religious Declaration.

Dr. Ott, Religious Institute Associate Director was Dr. Russell's student
and friend. She writes, "Letty was a rare person who actually lived what
she preached and expected others to do so as well. If we indeed inherit
our mother's gardens, those of us who are daughters and sons of Letty's
teaching and mentoring have the phenomenal task of nurturing a global
landscape, rooted deep in biblical tradition, bearing fruit of a mended
creation. | hope to carry on a small piece of her amazing vision for a just
world -- and to do so in partnership with many of you. The world is
different because Letty is gone from it. By the guidance of her spirit, my
hope is that the world will continue to be different through our work."

To read the full obituary . . .
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